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The Hands Together Golf Classic 1995 - 2010

The Annual Hands Together Golf Classic began in 1995 when Joe & Leslie Taylor suggested running a golf outing 
and offered use of Forsgate Country Club (owned by Joe Taylor’s company, Matrix Development Group). The first 
event generated $53,000. 

From 1995-1999, the Golf Classic thrived at Forsgate Country Club, and thanks to Jim Callery, we received tre-
mendous sponsorship support from travel industry giants like British Airways, Air France, Hertz, Avis, Aer Lingus 
and American Airlines. During these five years the Golf Classic generated over $504,000 for the poor of Haiti. 

In 2000, we moved the Golf Classic to Jumping Brook C.C. and Matrix donated all food, beverage and greens fees, 
so that 95% of every contribution goes directly to Hands Together Projects in Haiti. Each year, Matrix Development 
continues to underwrite the entire event and since 2000, we’ve raised over $1.4 million for Hands Together projects 
in Haiti. Leading sponsors such as Mesa Verde, Cardinal Partners, Sam & Agnes Zausner, Harry Hagarty, Point 
Lookout Capital Partners, Henderson Sotheby’s International Realty, Church & Dwight and many others, renewed 
their support each year to help make the event a huge success. 

Uses of the 2009 Golf Classic
 Every cent raised from the 2009 Golf Classic was used on three fronts - support to our Becky DeWine School in 
Cite Soleil, charity grants to hundreds of poor families, funding to expand our agricultural development projects 
in the Diocese of Gonaives. 

Here are some of the projects aided by last year’s Golf Classic:

Teacher’s Salaries	
Paid salaries for 200 teachers during October, 
November and December.

School Benches & Desks
Outfitted our school classrooms in Cite Soleil with 
500 new benches and desks.

Charity Grants
Provided emergency medical, food, and shelter 
grants to 300 families.

Elderly Feeding 
Fed 1400  elderly each day from October through 
December.

Water 
Drilled 4 water wells in poor rural villages.

Agriculture 
Cleared the 64 acres of land in Gonaives 
and installed irrigation system for the Clarke 
Agriculutral project. This site will provide training 
and support to help rural farmers improve their 
crop yields grow higher profit, cash crops.  
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Dear Friends,

Thank you for being part of our Annual Golf Classic!  So much of what we do to help the poor in 
Haiti is dependent upon the funds raised from this event. It is our only major fund raising event 
-- and one that has grown over the years thanks to your support and continued participation. 
Thank you!

The work that so many of you have supported over the years was severely damaged this past 
January 12th, when a massive earthquake destroyed most of Port-au-Prince and killed 300,000 
people. The magnitude of the destruction is impossible to exaggerate and for all practical pur-
poses our facilities and programs in and around Port-au-Prince were completely destroyed.  
With your help and with the remarkable commitment, energy and love of Father Tom Hagan and 
our Executive Director, Doug Campbell, Hands Together is emerging again to provide hope and 
support to the people of Haiti. 

Every dollar raised from the Golf Classic will go directly to our recovery and rebuilding efforts, 
and we know that it will take years and millions of dollars to rebuild our schools, head quarters, 
and volunteer residence. 

Through the remarkable generosity of Joe Taylor and Matrix Development in underwriting the 
use of the course and the dinner, all of your support goes directly towards our programs in Haiti. 
Your participation provides basic needs to the poorest of the poor in Haiti. We deeply thank you 
for helping us this year! 

				    John Clarke

		   		  Chairman of the Golf Classic

Doug Campbell and Fr. Tom Hagan prepare kits of rice and 
beans for a post earthquake distribution in Port-au-Prince. 

Hands Together is a nonprofit organization de-
voted to educating, inspiring and encouraging 
people to understand and respond to the needs 
of people, especially the poor and disadvan-
taged. Our Mission, as we strive to build a more 
compassionate and human world, proceeds from 
the spiritual belief that all people are members 
of one, equal, interconnected family under a 
loving God.

Our focus is to help the poorest of the poor who 
are immediately before us -- and we have found 
Haiti to be the place of greatest need. Motivated 
by God’s call to love, we do what we can to pro-
vide hope, comfort and dignity to those living in 
great squalor and misery. 

Hands Together Mission
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Fr. Tom visits women making mud & spice pancakes in the Bariwon section of Cite Soleil. Mothers feed their 
children these mud pies in a desperate attempt to address their children’s hunger. Hands Together now feeds 
many of these children a daily hot meal of rice, beans, and sauce and provides the families with dry food that 
they can bring home and cook at a later time.

 About Hands Together
How We Started
Hands Together’s roots date back to 1985 when Father Tom Hagan, O.S.F.S., who was serving as 
chaplain to Lafayette and Moravian Colleges in Pennsylvania, led a group of students on a visit to Haiti. 
When he returned, Father Hagan realized that the experience in Haiti had a profound impact on the 
students. Educating, encouraging, and inspiring the students to translate their Haiti experience into a 
compassionate response to help the poor were the seeds that eventually grew into the Hands Together 
of today. 

In 1990, Father Tom became the chaplain of Princeton University and introduced the young Hands 
Together program to a very active, supportive and caring Princeton population. Hands Together grew 
quickly under the tremendous support and generous resources from the Princeton community and 
other areas around the U.S., establishing itself as a very respected volunteer and assistance program 
working in Haiti.

Hands Together Today
Hands Together carries out its mission through projects and programs aimed at improving the quality of 
life for the very poor – primarily in Haiti. These projects rest upon a foundation of Catholic social teach-
ing that recognizes the dignity of every person and the fundamental option for the poor and vulnerable. 
We embrace, with a special love, those children and families who are completely marginalized and 
living in squalor.

Our volunteer activities take the form of organized delegations and specialized volunteers such as 
doctors or builders. Through schools, orphanages, medical clinics, sustainable development projects, 
and partnerships with local leaders and communities, Hands Together is building a better world for 
thousands of suffering people.

“Hands Together of-
fers participants a mag-
nificent opportunity to 
experience directly the 
life of the poor in devel-
oping countries. It is the 
kind of experience that 
changes lives.”

Arthur Simon Founder, 
Bread for the World
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Volunteer Programs
Every year, many people from all walks of life freely give their time and resources in service to the poor of Haiti. 
Hands Together’s week-long delegation trips allow people to participate in short-term service opportunities and 
gain firsthand experience in one of the poorest countries in the world. From these short-term service programs 
have come individual volunteers who dedicate themselves to longer periods of service and special medical 
delegations comprised of doctors, nurses and health professionals. A sincere desire to be useful in the lives of 
others and to do some definite service in this world remains at the heart of Hands Together’s mission of building 
a better world. 

HT Trustees (l to r) , Mike Monteleone, Gary Clayton, John Clarke, 
Tom Gilligan, Katherine Coleman, and Fr. Tom Hagan meet with our 
kitchen staff that makes 6,500 meals a day for the children.

“It’s not enough merely to exist. 

It’s not enough to say, ‘I’m earn-

ing enough to live and support 

my family. I do my work well.... 

I’m a good churchgoer.’ That’s 

all very well, but one must do 

something more. Seek always to 

do some good somewhere. Ev-

ery man has to seek in his own 

way to make his own self more 

noble.”
Albert 
Schweitzer

HT trustee, Katherine Coleman inspects the newly constructed 
houses that Hands Together built for the poor in Cite Soleil.

HT trustees, John Clarke and Paul Sigmund distrube food dur-
ing our daily elderly feeding program.
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Our spirituality recognizes that we are all members of one 
human family -- and what happens to one member hap-
pens to the entire body. All of what we do rests upon this 
Catholic-Christian spiritual principle. Our motto “building 
a more compassionate and human world” means that we 
seek not only our own good, but the good of others. Thomas 
Merton expressed this simply by writing, “We do not exist for 
ourselves.”

Our founder, Fr. Tom Hagan, O.S.F.S., often reminds us 
that God loves us infinitely and absolutely. This reminder 
invites us to see ourselves and others the way God sees 
us, and recognize that we are good people and our hearts 
respond to love and grace. 

Therefore, we believe that our mission originates from God’s 
personal invitation to Love, and it is something immediately 
before us, contained in each day and in each situation. Our 
work should not depend on things like recognition, productivity 
or even upon whether or not we meet with great success or 
not. Some of our projects have been dismal failures in terms 
of numbers and tangible results. We know that our work is 
a product of our faith in God and the unity and simplicity 
contained within the commandment to Love.

We offer these prayers by Cardinal John H. Newman and 
Mother Teresa  of Calcutta in hopes that they give you the 
same strength and courage to do God’s work that they give 
to us.

Our work rests upon a spiritual foundation 

Our Focus
Our work in Haiti comes from an active response to Catholic 
social teaching that recognizes the dignity of every person 
and a fundamental option for the poor and the vulnerable. 
We focus on 4 primary areas of assistance:

EDUCATION
• 15 school campuses with 11,000 students

• Vocational training programs

• Assistance to 97 Catholic schools in the Gona-
ives 	         diocese

EMERGENCY CHARITY-INTERVENTION
• Housing support to hundreds of families

• Cash grants for funerals, medicines, & basic 
needs

• Emergency aid to hurricane victims

NUTRITION-HEALTH
• Daily meals to 10,000 children & 500 elderly

• Canteens for children ages 2-7

• Dry-food distribution to crisis/conflict areas

• Free medical care to 25,000 people in Cite So-
leil

• Support to other hospitals and clinics

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
• Construction of drinking & irrigation water cis-
terns

• Environment protection/reforestation programs

• Water & irrigationa well drilling

• Employment for 500+ people

• Agricultural coops,food production & farming Top: Becky DeWine School children receive their daily meal, bottom: 
workers build temporary classrooms so that we can reopen school a 
few weeks after the earthquake destroyed 80% of our classrooms. 
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January 12th - the earth shook for 38 seconds
The January 12th earthquake that shook Haiti for 40 seconds destroyed nearly every program and structure we built over 
the past 15 years. Doug Campbell and Fr. Tom Hagan barely escaped their Port-au-Prince headquarters as it collapsed, 
killing 2 Oblate seminarians inside. We lost many students and staff from our 8 schools and our buildings were badly 
damaged.  During the “post-earthquake” months, we worked tirelessly to provide food, water, shelter, & medical aid to 
thousands who came to us for help.Thanks to the generosity of our supporters we’ve accomplished a great deal in the 
short 6 months since the January quake:

Ongoing daily water truck distributions in slum areas;•	

220 tents to HT staff and families who lost their homes;•	

Ongoing mobile clinic to five areas in Cite Soleil providing •	
free medicines and health care;

10,000 food kits of rice, beans, oil and canned fish to the •	
elderly & residents of tent cities and Cite Soleil;

50 temporary classrooms and made repairs to 4 main •	
campuses and reopening schools on March 3rd – provid-
ing 4,000 students with a daily meal and schooling;

Cleared rubble from fallen residences, constructed new •	
offices and storage depot;

300 HT staff with recovery grants to help them with hous-•	
ing and other personal needs; 

100 construction jobs to people in Cite Soleil;•	

16 water wells drilled in and around P-au-P.•	

Clockwise top to bottom: earthquake survivors look at a woman killed by the falling rubble, HT’s 3 story residence destroyed by the earthquake, 
a HT seminarian pulled from the rubble of the collapsed residence, sisters helping earthquake vicitms during the night, an HT classroom de-
stroyed by the earthquake. 
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How we will use the funds from this year’s Golf Classic
The recovery from this earthquake will take time and persistence. Already we’ve saved many lives and helped thousands 
of families, but there is still a great deal of work that must be done. All proceeds from the Golf Classic will help us com-
plete our recovery plan which includes:

Recovery Grants - •	 to the “Hands Together Universe” 
- all staff, students and families - essentially 20,000 
people. These grants help with housing and basic fam-
ily needs. Much of Port-au-Prince remains in tents;

School Building and Repair•	  - We need to reinforce 
all buildings and outfit them with benches, comput-
ers, and proper educational materials. We need to 
purchase books for 6,000 students. We need to build 
individual kitchens at our three main campus centers 
and purchase new dishes.

Elderly Feeding•	  - We feed 1,200 elderly per day and 
provide food kits every few weeks. The elderly rarely 
receive the food and water that’s distributed by large 
aid organizations. 

Rebuild Volunteer Headquarters - •	 After we com-
plete renovations on our school buildings we need to 
completely rebuild our volunteer complex. It will house 
our Haitian and American volunteers & staff and safely 
store our vehicles, equipment and food. 

Agricultural Development•	  - Agricultural production 
and vocational training can help Haiti develop and 
prevent the overcrowding of Port-au-Prince because 
people will stay in their villages and work the land if 
given the training and opportunity. We will expand our 
efforts at two large farming projects in the northern part 
of Haiti. 
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Our Diamond Event Sponsor
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Volunteer House Rebuilding Sponsors

Barb & Phillip McKeaney

Mesa Verde Inc.

Village Supermarket

Point Lookout Capital

Katherine & John Coleman

School Rebuilding Sponsors

Cardinal Partners
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Recovery Grants Sponsors

Anita & John Jamieson

Ganse Apothecary

Water Well Sponsors

Country Classics, Inc

Donald Ross



12

The 3rd Annual Hands Together

The Annual Hands Together Golf Classic

Medical Clinic Sponsors

Michael & Cecilia Coyle

John Cunnif

Michael Brennock

Henderson Sotheby’s

Tom & Mary Jane Gilligan

Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Lutz
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Elderly Feeding Sponsors

Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge

Robert Bensen Meyer Foundation

Joe & Pat Mignon

John Ziegler

Peter & Marlene Lucchesi

Huen Electric
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Agricultural Sponsors

American Landscape LLC

Rita Collins

Connor Strong - Lewy Scallon

Armand Products Co.

Church & Dwight Co., Inc.

Lee Gladden - Princeton International

Christine Cunningham

Jann and Mike Nohe

Brendan and Maureen Gilligan

School Books Sponsors

Heinrich Ceramic Decal

Christopher and Nancy Jagoe

Jim and Laurie Hittman

 United Color Manufacturing, Inc

Peter and Kathleen Pritchard

Lorraine Smith
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Karen and Ron Teliszczak

Joachim and Ann Twele

Beckerman Public Relations

Hidden Pond Foundation

James and Amy Regan

William E. Simon Foundation

McCloskey Mechanical

Golfing Sponsors

John and Aljean Brown

Joe Pilaro

Frank Stiefel

Frank and Gen Stiefel

Alert Sprinkler - Stan Potochar, Al Lobbato

Thomas J. Wagner

Vince Gallagher

Safety Research, Inc.
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Teacher Salary Sponsors

Edward and Florine Burkhard

Ann Gailar

David and Jacinta Lang

Lawrence Lonsway

Jim and Anna Marie Hummerstone

Gilbert Falcone

Richard Master

Marc and Lesly Merlin

Karen and Jeff Kirby

Benefactors

JRobert Byers

Cosmo and Madeline DiPerna

Kenneth and Joan Cardwell

Bernard McDonald

Gregory and Jean Spencer

Tom and Joyce Dailey

Richard and Nancy Kohl

Robert and Virginia Shepard

Omni Environmental, LLC

DeSesa Engineering

Kevin and Mary Fitzpatrick

Harold and Carmen Lynch
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Eugene and Rita Fisher

Rosalie R. Gerlach

Mary Anne Gooley

John and Hope Green

Donald and Linda Guldi

Thomas and Mary Harding

Matt and Glenda Hardey

Russell and Elizabeth Jones

Robert and Ann Kmak

Kristine Krekeler

Dianne Logan

Marian Lutters

John and Valerie Martin

Marylu Martin

Allen and Pat McCarthy

Edwin and Helen McGroarty

Francis and Mary Morrisroe

Barbara Morrissey

Mary L. Murphy

Tony and Jodi Murray

William Roberts

Barbara Ruebenacker

Nellie Sagripanti

Barbara Schumacher

Peter and Cristine Sorel

Larry Whitlow

James and Lisabeth Black

Charles and Sharon Campanella

Anne Carolan

Helen N. Correia

Patrons

Kevin McGowan

Alphonse and Lorraine Siano

Carol and Frank Bresnen

Clarke and Giovanna Ellis

John and Kristy Kane

Patricia Steffa

Bernie and Joan Brennan

Jim and Mary Callery

Bill and Peg Sites

Rosemary and David Blair

Special 
Donors

Eileen Backus

Richard & Phyllis Becht

David and Karen Berner

Joan Caron

Gary Caswick

Peter and Patricia D’Amico

William Ditchkus

John and Micheline Dodson

Joseph and Sheila Erlach

John and Frances Feiler

Francis and Sheila Ferguson
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Kathleen Cosgrove Shea

Jimmy and Carmella Dean

Edward and Kazuko Gaw

Jerome and Elise Geary

Claire Giesken

Eleanor Hughes-Fulmer

Catherine Jacobs

Pauline Jago

Frank and Martha Kugler

John McClure

William and Christine McClure

Gregory and Linda Neuner

Mary Lou Nichols

William Paullis

Jordan Pfuntner

Lynn and Robin Philippe

Travis Rankin

Dana Rawding

Janice Riley

Daniel and Robin Scharlau

Jurgen and Mary Jean Schmeizer

Robert Schnorr

J. Curt and Kathleen Shirar

Richard Six

Rudolph and Ann Marie Skalka

Robert and Maris Sosa

Thomas and Therese Susanka

Margaret Dodge

Elizabeth L. Griesmer

Tom and Valerie Piscitelli

Michael and Sharon Kovac

Alan and Catherine Readinger

Lawrence Solita

William and Margaret Boland

James Carlson

Donald and Mary Lou Eitzman

Walter and Margaret McCarthy

Eric D. Newsom

David C. Quinlivan

Jerald and Kathleen Scarry

John F. Thompson

Roberto E. Tumbull

Paul Updike and Theresa Sarafin

Geoffrey and Susan Waldron

Jim amd Shirley Lammie

Michael Doran

Robert and Cynthia Langhuber

Joseph and Virginia Mirabilio

Jerry and Judy Nechal

George Fulton

Jean Kuhn

Jeannette Sickel

John and Donna Walton

Joseph and Sandra Bums

Jerome and Helen Heavey

Paul Muhs

James and Ann Marie O’Connell

Rev. Donald Williams

Special Donors
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Our Special Friends

John Avery

Carol Bresnen

Jim & Mary Callery

Henry Clancy

Gary Clayton

Bruce & Faye Colligan

Katherine & John Coleman

John & Melanie Clarke

Patrick and Dorothy Fiedler

Rick & Peggy Federico

Tom & Mary Jane Gilligan

Lee Gladden

Peggy Henderson

Matt Henderson

Judd Henderson

Robert & Susan Kaminski

John Kemmerer

The Lutz Family

Patricia & Joe Mignon

Mike Monteleone

Dorothy Noonan

Jann & Michael Nohe

The Santilli Family

The Robert L. Shafer Family

Adelaide Schlafly

Frank & Genevieve Stiefel

Bob Toomey

Bill & Fidelma Woodley

Gift Donations

Church & Dwight Co., Inc.

John Clarke

Bruce Colligan

Gary Clayton

Mike Monteleone

Peggy Henderson

Jann Nohe

Matrix Development Group

John Park

Frank Stiefel

Volvo of Princeton

Terry Wadwsorth 

The poor of Haiti who made the 
Crafts, Angels and Cards

Fr Tom helps unload a plane load of medicines for victims of the 
earthquake. 
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P.O. Box 80985
Springfield, MA 01138

413-731-7716, fax 413-731-6405
email: handstog@aol.com


