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• Archdiocese of Port-au-Prince

• Diocese of Gonaives

• Diocese of Fort-Liberte

The Catholic Mission Church in Haiti is a light in the slums 
and poor villages where people suffer. It’s our Church that builds 
the schools where children can become fully human and alive; 
it’s our Church that creates jobs that bring dignity to the poor; 
it’s our Church that helps rural farmers gain access to water; it’s 
our Church that brings the Eucharist into the tent cities; it’s our 
Church that treats children with Cholera, Malaria and parasites, 
and it’s our Church that defends human rights and helps the elderly 
and the sick. 

The Bishops in the diocese of Gonaives and Fort Liberte have 
appointed Hands Together as their mission cooperative appeal 
representatives -- to be a voice for the Haitian poor and to share the 
work with the good people in the United States. 

We are all members of a church that is fundamentally “Mission.” 
We are all called by Jesus to help the poor. Please pray for us and 
for the graces to replicate Jesus in your own unique way.

how to help:

      “In the name of my brothers and sister in the 
Diocese of Gonaives, I thank you for your generosity and 
solidarity. You have helped keep people alive; but above 
all, you have revived the light of hope in our hearts and 
strengthened us with courage to go on!”

+ Yves-Marie Pean, CSC, Bishop of Gonaives, Haiti

      “Many thanks for your help and your friendship. I am 
very pleased with the work of Hands Together. You have 
greatly contributed to the evangelization and education 
that takes place in the Diocese of Fort-Liberte.”

+ Max Mesidor (WaWa), Bishop of Fort-Liberte, Haiti

Donate on our website, or, make check out to:

one mission church,
many dioceses

we all have a mission
Each one of us has a God-given mission to “hear the cry of the 
poor” and bring mercy to those who are suffering. Everyone is in-
finitely loved by God and every person is born with a dignity that 
they cannot lose. We have a duty and responsibility to one another 
and especially to the poor -- the deprivation of the poor wounds 
the whole society. 

“Hear the cry of the 
poor in Haiti. I’ve lived 
in Haiti since 1996 
and I encounter Jesus 
in their suffering and 
anguish. Our Lord 
is calling to all of -- 
crying out for us to 
help others.” 
Fr. Tom Hagan, OSFS

below l to r: Doug Campbell, Fr. Gerard  Dormevil, Fr. 
Tom Hagan, Bishop Maxi Mesidor, Bishop Yves Marie Pean 
participate in the Hands Together H.S. graduation. 

below: Doug Campbell and Fr. Tom Hagan discuss a 
youth work project with community leaders in the Cite 
Soleil slum. 



our focus          primary projects - the mission hands of the church

becky dewine schoolWe identify ourselves with the poor, with those who society has aban-
doned and join them in their struggle for a better life. We express, with 
clear action, our belief in the dignity and value of the human person by 
implementing programs in four primary areas of assistance:

EDUCATION
• Becky DeWine K-12 school system in Cite Soleil
• Direct support to 8 rural & 97 diocesan schools
• Scholarship assistance for graduates of HT schools
• Barefoot school program for illiterate street children
• Vocational training and literacy for gang members 

CHARITY & EMERGENCY INTERVENTION
• Funds to families needing housing support
• Cash grants for funerals, medicines, and housing needs 

for families
• Food and clothing kits for the elderly 

NUTRITION/HEALTH
• Daily school meals to 9700 students and 1300 elderly
• Special nutrition programs for 800 children ages 2-7
• Mobile medical clinic visits at schools and in rural areas 

AGRICULTURE & DEVELOPMENT
• Water & irrigation well drilling
• Environmental protection/reforestation programs
• Small business promotion, credit loans
• Farming vocational training & aid to farmers
• Briquette-making alternative fuel program   

The Becky DeWine School helps 
5,800 children and hundreds of 
families who live in the Cite Soleil 
slum. In this place of misery, 
violence, desperation, fear and 
corruption, our schools are places 
of hope, safety and love. 

We fund 8 Catholic schools 
located in poor villages in the 
diocese of Gonaives - 3,000 
students and 96 teachers - that 
give a daily meal. Our support 
extends to 97 parish schools, 
providing supplies and salary 
subsidies to 959 teachers.

rural schools

nutrition & feeding

Through daily school meals, 
elderly food kits, emergency 
food distributions, and pre-
school malnutrition programs 
we are feeding 25,000 people 
each month. 

mobile clinic

Our 3 room, mobile clinic 
brings “health services” to 
those who need it most. The 
clinic circulates around the 
different neighborhoods of 
Cite Soleil, making it easy for 
mothers with infants and the 
very sick to see a doctor and 
receive free medications. 

center for agriculture

Established in 2002, our Catho-
lic Center for the Environment 
& Agriculture (CCFP) combats 
environmental degradation and 
promotes agriculture as a key 
to dignity for the Haitian poor.  
3850 students from 41 schools 
benefitted from our environmental 
training and they have planted 
nearly 110,000 trees in and around 
Gonaives. Local farmers receive 
training, irrigation resources, seeds 
and credit/cooperative funds to 
help them increase their crop yields 
and grow higher value cash crops. 

clarke farm
This 100 acre farm empow-
ers rural farmers and provides 
training for students seeking 
vocations in agriculture. Through 
experimental farming, promoting 
high-value cash crops like papaya, 
mango, garlic, onions, carrots, 
and legumes, we show communi-
ties how to pull themselves out of 
poverty.  

water well drilling
Haiti is at the bottom of the 
water poverty index. Without 
proper irrigation and water, 
crops and livestock cannot 
flourish and most of Haiti 
depends upon both of these 
for survival. We use our 2 
drilling rigs to reach remote 
areas and bring life-giving 
water to villages, farms and 

Hands Together was founded 
by Fr. Tom Hagan after he led a group of Lafayette College students to 
Haiti and was compelled to respond to the needs of the poor there. He 
left his post as Catholic Chaplain to Princeton University and moved to 
Port-au-Prince in 1997.


